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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Final date to complete registration by mail,(Day & Evening)... ...December 19
Day Examinations............................................. ...December 20
Annual Faculty Christmas Party............................... . . .December 22
Men's Basketball: Dayton University Tournament, Dayton, Ohio.. . . .December 20 & 21
"Sugar Bowl Classic," New Orleans......... ...December 29 & 30

Men's Basketball:

Art Exhibits :WATERCOLORS, C U Lobby............ ............

. . . January 5-22

Men's Basketball:

Hofstra, Palestra......................... . . .January 4

Men's Basketball:

Memphis St. Away.......................... . . .January 8

Men's Basketball:

Niagra, Away.............................. . . .January 11

Men's Swimming: Maine, Home.................................. . . .January 11
Evening Division In-person registration(7:00 to 9:00 p.m.).... ...January 13, 14, 15
Day Division In-person registration(
9:00 to noon)......... .

...January 14, 15, l6

Penn State-Ogontz, Away................. . . .January 14

Women’s Basketball:

Men's Basketball: St. Joseph's, Palestra..................... . . .January 15
Penn, Palestra............................ . . .January 18

Men's Basketball:

Penn, Palestra.......................... . . .January l8

Women's Basketball:

Temple, Away.............................. . . . January 20

Women's Swimming:

Temple, Away............................ . . .January 20

Women's Basketball:

Day & Evening beginning of classes........ ................... . . .January 20
Men's Swimming: American, Away................ ............. . . .January 18
West Chester, Palestra.................... .. .January 21

Men's Basketball:

Widener, Home........................... . . .January 22

Women's Basketball:

Widener, Home............................. . . .January 22

Women's Swimming:
Men's Swimming:

West Chester, Home.......................... . . . January 22

Concert & Lecture:

Aulos Woodwind Quintet, CU Theatre, 8 P.M. . . .January 23

Evening Division: last day for change of roster.............. . . .January 23
Women's Basketball:
Men's Basketball:

Cheyney, Away........................... . . . January 23
Duquesne, Palestra........................ . . .January 24
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Day Division: last day for change of roster(l2:00 noon)......... January 24
Men’s Swimming:

Villanova, Home................................ January 25

Women's Basketball:

Drexel, Away............................... January 27

Women's Swimming:

Lafayette, Away.............................. January 28

Men's Basketball:

Western Kentucky, Palestra................... January 29

Men's Swimming:

Penn, Home..................................... January 29

Women's Basketball:

St. Joseph's, Away......................... January 30

Art Exhibits:

WATERCOLORS, CU Lobby.............................February 1-20

Art Exhibits:

SILKSCREENS, CU Lobby.............................February 1-20

Art Exhibits:

VARIED MEDIA, CU Lobby............................February 1-27

College Council..................................................February 3
Academic Affairs Committee.......................................February 7
Faculty Meeting..................................................February 12
************************
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MESSAGES OF INTEREST:
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT, PUBLIC AFFAIRS
PUBLIC RELATIONS MANUALS AVAILABLE
Any faculty member who has not received a 1974 Public Relations Manual may do
so by visiting the Public Affairs Office in Benilde Hall(First Floor South Entrance),
The Manual contains information on the Alumni, Career Planning and Placement,
Development and News Burear departments, as well as government information.
BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE REPORT ON LA SALLE PROJECTS
The Bicentennial Committee recently published the initial list of Bicentennial
Projects in which La Salle College is participating.
The Urban Studies Center will coordinate a series of five academic/activist
dialogues on the topic of the Imperatives of Contemporary Urban Pluralism as
exemplified in greater Germantown. The Greater Germantown Appeal groups will
provide Community participants. The dialogues are sponsored by the Committee on
Great Issues in the American Experience of Philadelphia "76" Incorporated.
Mr. Sydney MacLeod, Associate Professor of English and Mr, Thomas Erskine of
the Philadelphia Bar Association have agreed upon the spring of 1976 for performance
of the play ”1776" in the College Theatre. Details concerning this jointly
sponsored performance will be announced in the near future.
Bernhardt G. Blumenthal, Ph. D. Chairman of the Foreign Languages and
Literature departments has responded to a request of the "Congress of World Unity"
which had scheduled a meeting of representatives from all countries of the world in
Philadelphia during the year 1976.
Facility members have noted their willingness to act as translator/interpreters
in the following languages: German, Spanish, French, Italian, Ukranian, Bulgarian,
and Russian.
Brother Thomas Warner has announced that La Salle College will have an exhibit
in an interinstitutional library display project to be located near Independence
Hall in 1976.
Any faculty member who is planning Bicentennial related projects is asked to
communicate with Mrs. Kathy Ewald, Secretary, Bicentennial Committee(Ext. 430), or
John L. McCloskey, Chairman(Ext. 245).
****************************
GENERAL:
LA SALLE COLLEGE SINGERS IN CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The La Salle College Singers will present their annual Christmas Concert at
8:00 P.M. on Saturday(Dec. 14) in the College Union Theatre, on campus at 20th St.
and Olney Ave.
The concert, which is free and open to the public, will feature Benjamin
Britten’s "Ceremony of Carols." Mr. Gail Poch is conductor of the group.
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BROOKS,

Dr. Victor D., associate professor, psychology, read his paper
"The Impact of Status on the American Worker" at a symposium held
Exxon Corp. in New York, on November 8. He also participated in a
symposium on "College Graduates in the United States Civil Service"
sponsored by the United States Department of Labor in Washington,
D.C., on November 15. During the weekend of November 22-23, Dr.
Brooks participated in a seminar on "The Use of Psychological Tests
in Industry" sponsored by the Cornell University Department of
Labor Relation, in New York.

CHRISTOPHER,

Bro. F.,F.S.C., Coordinator, Transfer and Foreign Admission, will
serve on the panel on "International Student Concerns" for the
Regional College Entrance Examinations Board Meeting to be held
February 6, 1975, in Philadelphia. Brother Christopher will direct
his remarks towrad the concerns of equating credentials from
abroad with those of the American educational system.

DIEHL,

Dr. George, assistant professor, fine arts, and WFLN Commentator,
will serve as Intermission Host of the station’s January 17 Broad
cast Concert of the Philadelphia Orchestra.

DONAGHY,

Bro. Thomas J., F.S.C., professor, history, participated in a panel
discussion on "Revolutionary Rhetoric" at the Eighth Annual History
Forum, sponsored by Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, Pa.,
October 30-November 1.

ELLIS,

Bro. Patrick F . , F.S.C., professor, English, Director of Develop
ment, delivered an address on "The Christian Brothers: Now and in
the Future" at the La Salle High School Father-Son Banquet on
November 21. He has also been appointed to serve as a board member
of Calvert Hall College(High School), Baltimore. Bro. Ellis is
currently serving as a council member of the Phi Beta Kappa
Association of Philadelphia. He is past president of the group.

HARBISON,

John L., instructor, history, has had his article "Accountability:
Elizah's Cloud for the Social Studies" published in the Fall issue
of the Social Studies Journal. Mr. Harbison also served as chair
person of an interest session on "Department Chairpersons in
Suburban and Other School Districts" at the Annual Meeting of the
National Council for Social Studies in Chicago, November 24 -28.

PFEIFFER,

Dr. Mark, G . , associate professor, psychology, has coauthored an
article entitled, "Model Development and the Assessment of
Competing Models," for publication in the proceedings of the
Eighteenth Annual meeting of the Human Factors Society.

ROSSI,

Dr. John P., associate professor, history, participated in a panel
discussion on "Crime and Punishment in the Nineteenth Century" at
the Eighth Annual History Forum, sponsored by Duquesne University
in Pittsburg, Pa., October 30-November 1.
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SMALL,

Dr. Duane. W., assistant professor, psychology, has coauthored
"Explanative vs. Transformational Theories of Linguistic
Competence: Implications for Psycholinguistics,” which has recently
been published as a research bulletin of the Department of
Psychology at The Pennsylvania State University. Copies are
available on request from Dr. Small.

STOW,

Dr. George B. Jr., assistant professor, history, has had his
article "Some Hew Maniscripts of the Vita Picardi, 1377-l402"
accepted for publication in a future volume of Manuscripta. He also
served as commentator for a session on "Stability and Anarchy in
Twelth-Century England" at the Duquesne History Forum, on October
29. In addition, Dr. Stow participated in a panel discussion on
"Stability and Anarchy in 12th Century England" at the Eighth
Annual History Forum, sponsored by Duquesne University in Pitts
burgh, Pa., October 30-November 1.

WHITE,

Dr. John Carroll, assistant professor, religion, has had his review
of A Religious History of the American People, by Sidney Ahlstrom
published in the Fall, 1974 issue of Horizons: The Journal of the
College Theology Society. Dr. White also delivered a paper,
"Hermas and the 'Ideal Body': The Theme of 'Becoming Young Again'
in the The Shepherd," at the national convention of the American
Academy of Religion, October 26, in Washington D.C. During the
past year he also served as abstracts editor of The Journal of
Ecumenical Studies, where he published several abstracts.
**************************
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The following article was submitted by Brother Emery Mollenhauer, F.S.C.,
Ph.D., Vice President of Academic Affairs:
THE NECESSITY OF HIGH LITERACY
BY David B. Truman
(This article originally appeared in the December 2, 1974 issue of The
Chronicle of Higher Education. David Truman is president of Mount Holyoke College.)
To say that "liberal education" in this country is in disarray, or even to
observe that it is at present on the defensive, is not to be very original.
The rush in recent years to throw out requirements, whatever its justification
(and there is some); the abandonment of a common learning, even as an ideal, and
its replacement by little more than "doing one's own thing" at a smorgasbord of
courses and activities; the confusion over what kinds of learning reasonably should
be recognized among the qualifications for a degree in the liberal arts: all these
speak to the disarray.
The demand for immediate practicality, always an awkward matter for the liberal
arts, though one that in some degree is warranted, especially for young women; the
current fad of "career education," explainable and in some respects and circumstances defensible; even the assumptions implicit in proposals for a three-year
degree, which are not wholly foolish: these surely sketch the defensive posture.
Liberal education is in a critical state, and that is a serious matter not
merely for the institutions that profess their dedication to the liberal arts but
for the future of the society. For, although the weaknesses and deficiencies of
liberal education in the colleges are less conspicuous than those in the secondary
schools-the real chamber of horrors in American education-they are more ominous.
The society must look to and rely upon people with liberally educated minds for
leadership in the future even more than in the past. The strains and reassessments
that lie ahead nationally and globally will call urgently for such minds, for the
balance, breadth, and compassion that lie close to the ideal of liberal education.
If that increased reliance is indeed to be expected, then it is critically
urgent that colleges nominally dedicated to meeting it look earnestly at themselves
and at what they are up to. Above all, what is essential to the learning and
practice of the liberal arts, today and for tomorrow? No particular content,
surely, no special subject matter-although we can acknowledge that some materials
and some subjects lend themselves more readily than others to the pursuit of compe
tence in the liberal arts.
The seven liberal arts of the medieval curriculum, the trivium and quadriviuminherited from the Romans and bequeathed to later ages-have been expanded so
enormously in content over the centuries that their forms are not recognizable
today. A central intent, however, is still pertinent: precision of thought and
especially of language to the end of intellectual management of the evidence of
experience. Music was included in the quadrivium not for aesthetic reasons and not
primarily for the utilitarian purposes of the cathedrals and monasteries but
because, in the cosmology of the time, it was thought to contribute, along with
geometry and astronomy, to an explanation of the patterns of the universe.
Precise control of the evidence of experience through thought and language:
where does this direct our energies?
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The essential, the indispensable means to liberal education can be stated in
one word: literacy. Not the low functional literacy of the first two "R's," but
a high literacy characterized by precision and range in the use of language, and
above all the written language-including, of course, mathematics.
A mutual relation exists between language and thought. It is a relation that
is often recognized but more often ignored. The English language "...becomes ugly
and inaccurate because our thoughts are foolish, but the slovenliness of our
language makes it easier for us to have foolish thoughts." That sentence appears in
George Orwell’s essay, "Politics and the English Language," in which he was "...not
...considering the literary use of language, but merely language as an instrument
for expressing and not for concealing or preventing thought." It was written in
19 4 6 before the invasion by television, which has given urgent reality to his
forebodings.
It does not require a McLuhan to suggest that we are living in a period in
which the image on the face of the tube threatens to displace the written word.
Humans have made use of the image in communication since before written language,
and our emotional and aesthetic lives would be unthinkably poorer without the
image. The critical point lies in the differential limitations and strength of the
image and the written language and in the consequences in human affairs when their
relative prominence changes.
The functions of communication can be classified as arousal, expression, and
statement. The visual image is unequaled as a means of arousal. Its expressive
potential is less reliable. Its capacity for statement, unaided by language
or by a clear contextual code, is low-immeasurably lower than words, especially
written words. The means of communication of humans and those of other animals
share the functions of arousal and expression. It is the ability of words to make
statements that is distinctively human-as are both knowledge and ignorance. I
might exaggerate slightly if I were to say that if you can’t write it, you do not
know it, but I am painfully accurate in saying that the weakening of written
language and ite displacement by the image is a fundamental threat to life that is
distinctively human.
In any society the ways in which people relate to one another have their roots
in modes of communication. A change in those modes will change the society. The
invention of printing made a long-term monopoly of literacy impossible and contrib
uted to profound social readjustments, including the democratizing of the socie
ties most exposed to its effects. The weakening or displacement of written lan
guage by the electronic image would have effects of comparable scale. When, in
addition, the images are mass-produced, it is doubtful that the long-term results
would be democratic.
The contemporary threat to language thus is a threat to the extension and
development of the human capacity for precise statement, for the replacement of
ignorance in all its forms with knowledge and intellectual control; it is also a
threat to the ideal of human worth and dignity that is basic to the democratic
dream. Hence the importance of literate precision if the goals of liberal educa
tion are to be served.
What about range, which I earlier coupled with precision of language and
thought as essential characteristics of genuine literacy? Why range?
Precision of language is a common mark of the specialist. Although precision
is not, or need not be, his alone, the tendency in a complex, interdependent
-
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society is to encourage and reward the specialist. When we live in a society in
which "...we are wired together so tightly that a short circuit can fry us all," as
Dean George Gerhner of the Annenberg School of Communications at Pennsylvania
recently observed, we cannot do without the specialist. The potential difficulty
lies not in the specialist's precision but in the lack of range that our dependence
upon him can readily foster. It is true, of course, that specialists tend to talk
primarity to each other. No harm, up to that subtle point where the specialists do
not wish to or cannot talk to anyone else. The trouble comes from the tendency in
all such enclaves to measure and assess goals, values, and strategies solely in
terms of the perspective of specialists.
The dangerous feature, certainly during the 1950's and 1960's of the semi
independence of the Central Intelligence Agency, particularly its clandestine
division, lay is such narrowness. The anti-Communist, anti-Soviet perspective in
"the agency," although not wholly mistaken, became dominant, preclusive, so that all
options were seen in these terms and any otherwise foolish effort could be supported
if it appeared to serve this purpose.
The danger of such narrowness is, of course, conspicuously present among the
specialists in violence, whether the military or the police, and it is the reason
for their necessary subordination to a civil authority that can be expected to
correct the myopia of specialists from a perspective that is wider and less
specialized. But these are not the only cases, perhaps not even the most dangerous
ones, of threat from the specialist's limitation of range. And we all are
aquainted with the specialist whose tolerance, whose acknowledgment of fallibility,
does not extend beyond the conventions of his own field.
Mount Holyoke's statement of principles speaks of the college as "...a fellow
ship whose members are gentle of spirit and tolerant of human failing"; it uses
works like "compassion"; and it sets high among our goals the development of
individuals "...liberated from narrow definitions of themselver, of others, and of
human problems in general." It is warning, in part, against the sinful, destructive
tendency of the specialists toward a narrowness of perspective that induces a
narrowness of definition.
This is a sinful tendency because it leads away from tolerence, which is not
merely a winsome attribute of human tenderness or a slovenly, sentimental inability
to see valid distinctions. Genuine tolerance is much more fundamental than that.
It is at base an acknowledgment of the fallibility of one's own perspectives and
consequently an indication of willingness and ability to see those perspectives
refuted by evidence and reason. The tendency toward narrowness is in turn
destructive of rationality, which may not exist apart from an awareness that one may
be in error. In sum, to quote the cogent statement in Alasdair MacIntyre's
critique of Marcuse, "...to foreclose on tolerance...is gravely to endanger one's
own rationality by not admitting one's own fallibility."
Given the necessity for specialization, range is perhaps our best insurance
against its risks. Both range and precision of language and thought are thus
essential to the genuine literacy without which a liberal education cannot be
achieved.
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How wide the range? I have suggested that some subjects lend themselves more
readily than others to the purpose of liberal education. Even though we cannot
define the liberal arts in terms of particular subject matters, we can perhaps
identify those that are most likely to foster the two attributes that I have empha
sized. But no sharp boundary can be drawn, nor need one be drawn. Almost any
subject can be so taught and studied as to assist acquisition of the liberal artsand, I must add, any subject can be so taught and studied that it makes no such
contribution. The test of substance and of pedagogy is relative effectiveness in
developing genuine literacy, characterized by precision and range in language and
thought.
This emphasis will raise objections. Some may argue that I exclude all but the
cognitive, rational components of human existence. I do not and I would not. The
aesthetic and emotional components of human life are real. It would be foolish,
moreover, to assume that aesthetic-emotional experience bears no useful functional
relation to the cognitive-rational. Therefore I would assert only that, for the
objectives of liberal education and for the achievement of genuine literacy, the
rational, cognitive component is primary.
Others may object to my concern for the threat to language from the pervasive
intrusion of the visual image on the ground that it is an "elitist" view, that only
a few can expect to achieve the skill in language and thought that I have put at
the focus of liberal education. So it may be, but I know of no necessary, inescap
able reason why it must be. If, for a time in the clash of values represented by
dependence on the visual image and insistence on literacy, the partisans of language
are indeed few, that is regrettable. The alternative, however, is not some
egalitarian utopia, but rather subordination to an elite of less worthy human
qualities. The corruption of language has accompanied the degrading of human
dignity from the demise of Plato's democratic state to 1984.
Much more is riding on genuine liberal education than taste and sensitivity.
Much more is at stake than the individual talent. We are not concerned with a
ornamental luxury but with a quality of being that is essential to any future on
this planet that is acceptably human: a genuine literacy, precise and wide-ranging,
that can lead to competence or even mastery in "the arts of thought, perception,
and judgement."
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